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Historic environment
There are a series of large farms on the coastal plain, which were rebuilt 
by the Penrhyn Estate in the nineteenth century; many of them have 
extensive ranges of outbuildings. The farms have land on the ffridd 
pasture above the steep escarpment behind them, and grazing rights on 
the open mountain common above that, as well as their coastal land. 

The remarkable multiperiod landscape seen in LCA09 continues here, 
with the features being most well-defined on the ffriddoedd above 
Crymlyn and Aber village. Substantial Iron Age and Roman period round 
houses survive here, circled by large banked enclosures, and are set 
within radiating patterns of linked fields. The fields have large banks and 
terraces showing that they were cultivated. These were permanent, 
and presumably wealthy, mixed-economy farmsteads with both crops 
and livestock, located between the resources of the coast and the 
mountains.

In the Medieval period, this landscape was ploughed, as the visible 
remains of curving - ridge and furrow - cultivation marks show. Hardy 
species such as rye, barley and oats would have been grown on these 
upland slopes. Wheat was grown on the good soils of the coastal plain 
historically, but now this land is almost exclusively pasture. 

An Iron Age hillfort, Maes y Gaer, sits at the top of the wooded 
scarp above Aber. An ancient route from the Conwy Valley over the 
Carneddau (see LCA02) came to the coast at Aber. The tidal Traeth 
Lafan (Lavan Sands) and the Menai Strait, were one of the main crossing 
points between Anglesey and the mainland prior to Thomas Telford’s 
Menai Bridge in the early nineteenth century. They could be treacherous 
and in misty conditions the church bell in Aber was rung to help guide 
people across. Cattle and other livestock were driven over Traeth Lafan: 
inns and fields in the village provided refreshment for the drovers and 
the animals respectively!

Abergwyngregyn village developed around a motte, an earthen castle 
mound for a timber castle, which is probably Norman (eleventh century) 
in origin, on the west bank of the Afon Aber. The main street curves 
around the motte and the fields beside it, which may originally have 
formed part of the bailey enclosure of the castle. The most significant 
historical aspect of Aber is its association with the Tywysogion, the 
rulers of Gwynedd and much of the rest of Wales in the thirteenth 
century, who had a llys (court) and linked maerdref settlement here. 
Archaeological remains of substantial stone buildings found in 1993 
and 2010 in the field to the south of the motte along with finds of 
silver coins of late thirteenth century and other artefacts. They suggest 
that this was the location of the llys. Pen y Bryn, a mansion on a hill 
terrace overlooking Aber village from the opposite side of the river, has 
also been claimed as the location of the llys, but the archaeological 
evidence is much less compelling. The political and administrational 
significance of Aber declined after the Edwardian conquest of 1283. Wîg 
(now a farm) and Bodsilin (an area of upland above Aber and Gorddinog 
woods) were Medieval townships linked to the llys in Aber. There are 
extensive remains of rectangular buildings and fields including plough-
cultivation evidence at Bodsilin.

The Anglesey-based Baron Hill Estate owned Aber until the late 
nineteenth century, when it was bought by the Penrhyn Estate which 
carried out redevelopment of housing and the mill. There had probably 
been a mill in Aber for hundreds of years, probably as far back as the 
thirteenth century. According to historical records there was a group of 
Flemish weavers living here in the 1300s; presumably they were woollen 
cloth makers, implying the presence of a fulling mill on the river and 
sheep in the local economy.

Gorddinog, a grand house and gardens, between Aber and 
Llanfairfechan, was designed by architect H.L. North for Colonel Henry 
Platt in the early twentieth century. The Platt family of Oldham had 
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established a textile machinery making company in the 1770s and by 
the mid-nineteenth century was the largest of its kind in the world, 
making the family very wealthy. They bought property in Llanfairfechan, 
developed the village as a tourist destination, and rebuilt Bryn y Neuadd 
mansion as a grand house set in a landscaped park. Madryn, near 
Gorddinog, was built as a substantial model farm for the Platt estate in 
the 1880s. 

Cultural heritage and associations
• Aber was reputed to have been the favourite llys of the Tywysogion

in the thirteenth century, one of the centres at which they regularly
stayed as they moved around their lands. It is particularly associated
with Llywelyn ap Iowerth (known as Llywelyn Fawr – i.e. The Great)
and Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, who ruled large portions of Wales.

• A number of important royal events occurred at Aber. Llywelyn ap
Iorwerth’s wife, Joan (Siwan in Welsh; a daughter of King John of
England), died at Aber in 1237, as did his son and successor, Dafydd,
nine years later. Eleanor, wife of Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, may also have
died there in June 1282 giving birth to their daughter, Gwenllian. John
Pecham, archbishop of Canterbury, came to Aber in November 1282
to propose onerous peace terms to Llywelyn ap Gruffudd, as war with
Edward I loomed. Llywelyn refused. He was killed in mid-Wales later in
the year.

• The people of Aber had to pay dues of produce and labour to the
Tywysog. This included: honey, butter, flour, meat, poultry and
eggs; providing a day’s subsistence four times a year for about 100
members of the royal entourage and their horses; and working the
royal arable land.

• Joan, Llywelyn ap Iorwerth’s wife, had an affair with the Norman
Marcher lord William de Braose while he was being held prisoner by
Llywelyn. Llywelyn had him publically hanged in 1230; locally there
is a tradition that this happened in Aber, but others believe that it
happened near Bala. Saunders Lewis’ play ‘Siwan’ (1956) is based on
these events and is set in Aber. It is considered to be one of the most
important Welsh language plays.
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Detail of multiperiod landscape of settlement, fields and cultivation marks, above Crymlyn © RCAHMW
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LCA10 Abergwyngregryn and wooded coastal hill slopes



Rhaeadr Fawr - Aber Falls © John G Roberts 
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Landscape
Landscape Character - LCA11 Abergwyngregyn & Anafon Valleys

Summary description
The area consists of the mid-ranges of two deep-cut valleys, through 
which the Afon Rhaeadr Fawr and the Afon Anafon flow. The former, 
Aber Valley, is relatively broad and is terminated by cliffs around the 
waterfall of Rhaeadr Fawr, the Aber Falls. The Anafon Valley, by contrast, 
is narrower, long and sinuous, ending in a hollow containing Llyn 
Anafon, which is bounded by steep ground below Llwytmor and Drum. 
The area is very popular for recreation, with tens of thousands of people 
visiting the Aber Falls each year. 

Key features 
Land-use
The main land-use is sheep rearing. Aber Common includes the whole 
of the Anafon Valley above the mountain wall, together with the steep 
ground around Rhaeadr Fawr. There are also groups of mountain ponies 
in the area. Coedydd Aber National Nature Reserve which is owned and 
managed by NRW occupies part of the Aber Valley and Maes y Gaer. 
Forestry land, also NRW, at Meuryn and part of Maes y Gaer, occupies 
about a tenth of the area and was formerly a large expanse of conifer 
plantation but is slowly being cleared and replaced with deciduous 
woodland. Llyn Anafon, a natural lake made into a reservoir was used 
as a water supply for coastal villages until recently. A community 
hydro-electric scheme was installed on the Afon Anafon in 2015 by 
Abergwyngregyn community-company Ynni Anafon in collaboration 
with the National Trust.

Leisure
Recreational use is high and the area is very popular with walkers. The 
gentle track through the Aber Valley to Rhaeadr Fawr falls receives the 
bulk of the visitors but the reservoir service track to Llyn Anafon and a 
track leading to Llanfairfechan and Bwlch y Ddeufaen are also popular. 
Both of these routes are also used by mountain bikers and horse riders 

but not in high numbers. The Bwlch y Ddeufaen track and the main 
Coedydd Aber NNR track form part of the North Wales Path.

Geology
The river running through the Aber Valley rises in a hanging valley, Cwm 
yr Afon Goch, before dropping over cliffs of base-poor igneous rock as 
the Rhaeadr Fawr waterfall. Both the Aber and Anafon valleys are glacial 
in origin, cut into sedimentary rocks. The steeper slopes above Llyn 
Anafon are also composed of base-poor igneous rocks. Small outcrops 
of dolerite occur locally in both areas creating patches of more fertile 
soils.

Habitats and species
The most abundant habitats in the LCA are woodland and heathland. 
There are moderate areas of grassland and bracken, and small areas 
of blanket mire and flush vegetation. The woodland in Coedydd 
Aber NNR and the Coedydd Aber SAC, which covers a slightly larger 
area, incorporating Gorddinog woods, is the most important habitat, 
comprising Upland Oak Woodland with Sessile Oak dominating. Other 
tree species such as Common Ash, Rowan, Hazel and Downy Birch are 
also present. Some areas of woodland have a great diversity of mosses 
and liverworts, but elsewhere the ground vegetation is grassy. Along 
the course of the Afon Rhaeadr Fawr, there are frequent Common Alder 
and Common Ash and, where wetter, Wet Woodland. A third of the area 
is Upland Heath, mainly found in the upper parts of the Anafon Valley. At 
lower altitudes, there is abundant Western Gorse often to the exclusion 
of other dwarf shrubs; higher up Heathland and Bilberry dominate. 

Rare fern and lichen are found in the oak woodland, including Killarney 
Fern, Wilson’s Filmy-fern, Lungwort, Parchment lichen, Green Satin 
Lichen, Peppered-moon Lichen, Powdered Moon Lichen, Wood-
pitted Lichen and Mustard Kidney Lichen. As well as plants, there are 
frequent records of bird species associated with oak woodland such 
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as the Pied Flycatcher, Redstart and Song Thrush. Upland Heathland in 
the area is not noted for any rare plant species, but the habitat is used 
particularly by Ring Ouzel in the Anafon Valley, and Kestrel hunt over 
this and the upland grassland. Although upland acid grassland is not a 
UK priority habitat, short well-drained forms provide good areas for the 
invertebrates that Chough feed on and the Anafon Valley in particular is 
a very important foraging area for the bird. Peregrine Falcon has been 
recorded in both the Anafon and Abergwyngregyn Valleys, associated 
with the Inland Rock and Scree Priority Habitat.

Llyn Anafon is a Mesotrophic Lake Priority Habitat and is the only 
mesotrophic (medium nutrient level) water body within the Partnership 
area. It is noticeably richer than most of the other water bodies and its 
plant assemblage is unique in the UK. It supports two rare Pondweed 
hybrids which are part of the Eryri SAC feature. The Afon Anafon 
supports the Welsh endangered Red Data Book species Broad-leaved 
Brook-moss in several places.
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The Anafon Valley and multicellular sheepfold © SNPALobaria pulmonaria lichen, commonly known as ‘tree lungwort’, on an oak in Coedydd Aber NNR © John G Roberts
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Historic environment
There are several Bronze Age burial cairns in the Anafon valley beneath Foel 
Dduarth, near the track to Bwlch y Ddeufaen, and another one on the slopes 
of Meuryn (which is a broad ridge between the Aber and Anafon valleys). 
Some of them have intricate elements such as well-defined kerbs, external 
rings of slabs set on end, cists (square boxes of slabs that would have held a 
pottery urn and cremation) and large capstones which originally covered the 
cists. 

The area was part of the royal ffridd pasture linked to the llys in Aber. A 
Medieval document names five vaccaries, effectively cattle ranges, in Aber, 
two of which were in the Anafon and Aber valleys respectively and a third 
on Meuryn. Cattle were a valuable and important source of wealth for the 
Tywysogion and would have been closely managed and protected. There are 
numerous rectangular building remains in each valley, possibly the dwellings 
for people herding, milking and otherwise looking after the herds. 

Near Hafod y Gelyn, a ruined cottage on a plateau of land in the Anafon 
Valley, a substantial Iron Age or Roman settlement enclosure appears to have 
been re-used in the Medieval period to protect the herds at a key access point 
to the pastures and alongside the traditional route to Bwlch y Ddeufaen and 
the Conwy Valley.

An Iron Age round house near the falls in the Aber Valley was found to have 
been re-used as a grain kiln in the Medieval period, used for drying crops 
before storage, when it was excavated. It showed that oats, barley and rye 
had been grown in the valley at the time. The landscape is grassland and 
woodland today, but there are some cultivation marks as well as some large 
field terraces that indicate ploughing. A field in the middle of the valley is 
known locally as Cae Rhyg (Rye Field). 

The complex multicellular sheepfold in Anafon is still used for sorting sheep 
gathered from the common into their different farms. 
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Hafod y Gelyn ancient settlement © RCAHMW
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Cultural heritage and associations
• Hafod y Gelyn could be a more significant site than is currently

recognised. The Tywysogion had castles defending most of the
upland royal ffridd pastures, for example at Dolbadarn, Llanberis and
at Dolwyddelan. Hafod y Gelyn is not a castle, but its large enclosure
bank suggests a stronghold and the exceptionally large round house
is substantial enough to have been the base of a tower. The royal
entourage was mobile, travelling around the Tywysog’s territory,
governing and administering justice at different locations as it went.
Castles and other locations in upland pastures, such as monastic
grange farms, were often used for official business as shown by the
sites at which charters were signed. It is possible that Archbishop John
Pecham, who would have travelled along the Bwlch y Ddeufaen track
from the Conwy Valley, met Llywelyn ap Gruffudd and his court at
Hafod y Gelyn rather than at the llys in Aber when he came to propose
peace terms to in November 1282. By local tradition the remains of a
stone building near Hafod y Gelyn was a small church or chapel.

• The poet Meuryn (Robert John Rowlands, 1880-1967) won the awdl (a
long-form poem) competition at the National Eisteddfod 1921 with his
‘Min y Môr’ which includes a description of the woodland in the Aber
valley and its importance to him.

• The Aber Falls have been a popular visitor destination for centuries
and feature in many early travel writers’ accounts. Wordsworth visited
in the 1820s as part of a tour of north Wales, and wrote ‘We had
also a delightful walk next morning up the vale of Aber, terminated
by a lofty waterfall; not much in itself, but most striking as a closing
accompaniment to the secluded valley. Here, in the early morning,
I saw an odd sight – fifteen milk-maids together, laden with their
brimming pails. How cheerful and happy they appeared!’ While
not very flattering of the falls, it is an interesting comment on the
economy of the valley, where there must have been quite a large
number of cows to require so many milk-maids. It isn’t clear whether
this was an odd sight to Wordsworth because there were so many
milk-maids together, or that there were milk-maids there at all (at a
time when sheep were replacing cattle as the mainstay of the upland
economy) or simply because it was unusual that they were happy! The
numbers of visitors swelled after the arrival of the railway along the
north Wales coast in the mid-nineteenth century. Nant Cottage, half
way along the valley, sold refreshments including cakes and lemonade
to visitors at the end of the nineteenth century; it is no longer
inhabited, but NRW have a small exhibition in its outbuilding.
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LCA11 Abergwyngregyn & Anafon Valleys



Looking north across Crimpiau and Craig Wen © Alex Turner
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Landscape
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LCA12 Creigiau Gleision, Crimpiau and Cefn Cyfarwydd open mountain land

Summary description
This is an area of rugged hills with crags and heathland. It lies at the 
gateway to Cwm Nant y Benglog, between the high uplands of the 
Carneddau Mountains and the enclosed pasture fields at Capel Curig.  
A historic trackway crosses the area through a low pass above Llyn 
Crafnant, linking Capel Curig and Trefriw and the area also includes 
Bwlch Cowlyd, a pass between Nant y Benglog and the Conwy Valley.

Key features 
Land-use
The main land-use is for sheep rearing, although at a lower density 
than some of the more mountainous parts of the Carneddau. Some of 
the western part of the LCA is used as a water collection area for the 
Cowlyd reservoir. There is a National Nature Reserve at the head of the 
Crafnant Valley (Cwm Glas Crafnant). 

Leisure
The Capel Curig-Cwm Crafnant bridleway is a popular walking route 
between Capel Curig and Trefriw. Crimpiau is amongst the SNPAs 
promoted walks and is frequently used as a navigation and outdoor 
leadership training area by outdoor centres including Plas y Brenin. 

Geology
The underlying geology has a large amount of igneous (volcanic) rock 
and there are several rocky summits including Crimpiau, Craig Wen, 
Creigiau Gleision and Pen Cowlyd, as well as steep cliffs overlooking 
the two bounding valleys. Some of the igneous rock is base-rich in 
composition which very provides important locations for rare plants. 
There are also localised areas of deep peat in hollows and hillsides 
between and around the peaks. 

Mountain Avens © Mike Raine
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Habitats and species
The most abundant habitat is heathland, often associated with areas of blanket 
mire and upland fen and flush. Other habitats include bracken and upland acid 
grassland. There is a small area of montane heath on the Llyn Cowlyd side of 
Creigiau Gleision. Woodland is relatively sparse with small areas of broadleaved 
and conifer present. 

Rock outcrops are frequent across the area but do not occupy a large area in plan. 
Some of the most important parts of the LCA occur as a series of parallel slanting 
outcrops above Llyn Cowlyd and support uncommon arctic-alpine species. 
Associated with some of these are patches of Upland Calcareous Grassland, 
generally occurring as small stands amongst heathland vegetation. There are 
also outcrops of base-rich rock in the Cwm Glas Crafnant NNR where crevice 
vegetation with Green Spleenwort occurs. The final key habitat is Upland Mixed 
Ash Woodland, of which a small area occurs in Cwm Crafnant, characterised by 
frequent Common Ash with a ground layer including species such as Wild Garlic, 
Primrose and Bluebell.

No rare species are restricted to Upland Heathland in this area. There are records 
for Adder from heathland in the Cors Geuallt area and on Creigiau Gleision. 
The only Blanket Bog key species present is Oblong-leaved Sundew which 
occurs in wet peaty flushes and around the margins of pools in the mire at Cors 
Geuallt. Base-enriched flush habitat locally supports the Priority Species Grass-
of-Parnassus (Parnassia palustris) on lower ground in Cwm Glas Crafnant. Rock 
outcrops, where there is some base-rich influence, support a few important 
Priority Species. On cliffs overlooking Llyn Cowlyd, a small stand of alpine 
calcareous grassland vegetation occurs which has Hair Sedge and Mountain Aven, 
both of which only occur in two locations in Wales. Elsewhere, on Crimpiau, also 
on base-enriched rock, there are small colonies of Rock Stonecrop. Moonwort 
is occasionally found in very small patches of Upland Calcareous Grassland on 
Creigiau Gleision and around Crimpiau. 
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Lichen, Crimpiau summit - Stereocaulon vesuvianum © Mike Raine

Lichen, Crimpiau summit - Parmelia saxatalis © Mike Raine

Lichen, Crimpiau summit -  Cladonia floerkeana © Mike Raine
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Historic environment
A Bronze Age cairn at Bwlch Cowlyd is one of a group extending into 
the Nant y Benglog LCA. There are roundhouses in the character 
area, but in smaller numbers to many other LCAs and are mainly 
concentrated in the Nant y Benglog and Cwm Crafnant valley 
portions of LCA. There are rectangular building remains, probable 
hafotai (summer dwellings) associated with tending cattle, often 
associated with old, low, fragmentary field walls. It isn’t possible to 
date any of these features precisely, but it is likely that they all relate to 
management of cattle on summer pastures from the Medieval period 
until the seventeenth or eighteenth centuries. More substantial and 
extensive walls were built as sheep farming became dominant from 
the end of the eighteenth century. Cattle do not require such tall walls 
as sheep to hold them, but if they were being milked would have 
needed to be held within manageable areas. These smaller, localized 
fields seems to bear out this pattern in the LCA and can be contrasted 
with more extensive ‘sheep walks’ enclosed by the later walls. There 
are a small number of abandoned buildings which probably date to 
the eighteenth to early twentieth centuries. There is evidence of peat 
cutting to the south of Cors Geuallt in the south of the LCA. There 
are a few small-scale trial workings for slate and metal, but no fully 
developed quarries or mines. There are zinc mines to the east of the 
character area in LCA06. 

Cultural heritage and associations
• There are two historically important routes between the Llugwy

and Conwy valleys in the character area; Bwlch Cowlyd and the
low pass between Capel Curig and Cwm Crafnant. It is probably no
coincidence that both have Bronze Age burial cairns, one at Bwlch
Cowlyd (part of a group), another, just outside the area in LCA13,
above Capel Curig. These were traditionally important routes for local
journeys, for example for farming, trade, employment in quarrying and
mining, as well as for travellers over longer distances. There are still
family links between the areas.

• Cors Geuallt wetland is a former lake basin which gradually became
filled with sediment after the end of the last Ice Age. The sediments
are over 10 metres deep. It is one of a very small number of sites in
Wales where both preserved pollen grains and diatoms (a diverse
type of algae) have been studied to build up a picture of climate and
vegetation change over the last 10,000 years.
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LCA12 Creigiau Gleision, Crimpiau and Cefn Cyfarwydd open mountain land



Oak in field boundary near Capel Curig © Mike Raine
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Summary description
This is the smallest of the 13 Landscape Character Areas, covering only 
71 hectares, and consists of the south-facing mainly wooded hillslopes 
above Capel Curig. The area also includes the village, which lies on the 
A5 Thomas Telford road at an important intersection of three major and 
valleys, Dyffryn Mymbyr, Nant y Benglog and Llugwy, which are quite 
different from each other in character. Capel Curig has the highest 
annual rainfall in Wales and amongst the highest in the UK.

Key features 
Land-use
Besides the woodland, the land-use is mainly sheep rearing. The SNPA 
owns and manages Coed Bryn Brethynau (woodland). 

Leisure
This is a popular area for recreational use, with many public footpaths 
and bridleways providing good access through the area and to the 
hills and mountains beyond. Y Pincin, a rock outcrop, is used as an 
introductory training area by outdoor education centres. Capel Curig 
village is a centre for outdoor activities including climbing, walking and 
mountaineering, trail- and fell-running, kayaking and mountain biking.

Geology
The area has two upstanding rock outcrops, Clogwyn Mawr and Y 
Pincin (also known as The Pinnacles) which are composed of volcanic 
rock.

Habitats and species
Upland Oak Woodland habitat covers 33 hectares and comprises almost 
a quarter of the LCA. There is other unclassified woodland in the LCA 
which may also form part of the same Priority Habitat but has not been 
assessed. Small amounts of Lowland Dry Acid Grassland, Purple Moor-

grass and Rush Pasture, Lowland Heath and Upland Heath also occur. 
The only key species recorded in any numbers is the Soprano Pipistrelle 
bat which is associated with Upland Oak Woodland. There are a few 
records for the Common Pipistrelle. 

Historic environment
There is a Bronze Age burial cairn beside Coed Bryn Brethynau; it may 
be significant that it is on a route to the pass between Capel Curig and 
Cwm Crafnant. A Roman fort, Bryn y Gefeiliau (also known as Caer 
Llugwy), is located a few hundred metres to the south-east of the LCA 
on the opposite side of the Afon Llugwy. It is likely that the southern 
boundary of the LCA, at the current main road, follows the original line 
of a Roman road. 

There was a royal hafod of the Tywysogion in the vicinity of Capel 
Curig in the thirteenth century, the lands probably occupying part of 
this character area and extending into LCA12. Despite being a located 
at the junction of three valleys, making it an important through route 
for northern Snowdonia, Capel Curig did not develop into a large 
settlement. Before the late eighteenth century, employment was 
mainly agriculture, quarrying and mining. The quality of the roads 
was notoriously poor, but in the 1790s Lord Penrhyn’s road was built 
between Dyffryn Ogwen and Capel Curig. Tourism to the area for 
walking, fishing and sight-seeing developed in the following centuries, 
stimulated by the new road and by the subsequent turnpike road (1805) 
and Thomas Telford’s London to Holyhead road (today’s A5; this section 
completed in 1819). Settlement in Capel Curig developed along the 
road. In 1786 the Penrhyn Estate built the Capel Curig Inn, which was 
renamed the Royal Hotel, in 1870. By the late twentieth century there 
were four hotels in the village. 
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Cultural heritage and associations
• Evan Roberts, renowned botanist and conservationist, was born

in Capel Curig in 1906 and lived there his whole life. He worked in
the slate quarry on Moel Siabod from the age of 14 and developed
a passionate interest in botany, particularly the Alpine plants of the
Snowdonia about which he became an authority. After the quarry
closed in the early 1950s he worked for the Nature Conservancy
Council and became the warden of Cwm Idwal.

• The Penrhyn Estate’s Capel Curig Inn was popular with early tourists
and coach-travellers on the Holyhead to London road. The number of
visitors to north Wales rose during the early nineteenth century when
wealthy travellers were not able to visit continental Europe because
of the Napoleonic Wars. The Reverend Bingley praised Lord Penrhyn
for the new hotel, commenting that when he stayed in Capel Curig
previously, the only accommodation available was a ‘mean pot house’,
and that few hotels in England ‘will surpass in comfort, cleanliness and
civility’. Its guests included Queen Victoria, Kings Edward VII and VIII,
and George V. The Central Council for Physical Recreation acquired
the site in 1955 for use as a national recreation centre and it was
renamed Plas y Brenin. Since 1997, Plas y Brenin has been operated on
behalf of Sport England by the Mountain Training Trust. It is one of the
UK’s leading outdoor centres.

• The former church (now a private house) near the road junction (A5
and A4086), which is just inside the LCA, was built by the Penrhyn
Estate in the 1880s and called St Curig’s. The original St Curig’s church
(and the site referred to in the name Capel Curig) stands 300m away
on the opposite side of the Afon Llugwy, outside the LCA. Its name
was changed to St Julitta’s in the nineteenth century possibly to avoid
confusion with the new Penrhyn Estate church; both sites are depicted
as St Curig’s on the late nineteenth century Ordnance Survey map. The
Friends of St Julitta’s group are restoring the old church and put on a
different exhibition each summer about the history of the area.
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‘Snowdon from Capel Curig’, by Louis Haghe c.1840. The large building is The Capel Curig Inn, now Plas y Brenin © The 
National Library of Wales
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LCA13 Capel Curig wooded hillslopes and fields






